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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



I StlT 



1 . A system for limit|ng outward movement of a slide-out shelf, said 
structure comprising: 

a plurality of side supfcorts configured to support the shelf; 

a plurality of supporl members configured to rigidly connect said side 
su ^^^ Idi'i iii J i M iid i u f U r j jiielf ilieieby blocking fbiU/UiJ ■ 

2. A system in accord^ce with Claim 1 fiirther comprising: 



a plurality of gussets /ex^tending inwajrily from each of said side 



supports; and 



a gusset tab extending from each of said gussets and configured to 
contact a portion of the shelf thereby blocking further forward movement of the shelf 



3. A system in acj^ordance with Claim 1 wherein said portion of the 
shelf comprises at least oil 




miM atop rap ana a leai lati, ^mtlH 'a bv^im m S i tJ.e asim 




4. A system in accordance with Claim 3 wherein said rear tabs extend 

longitudinally. 

5. A system in acco^ance with Claim 3 wherein said forward stop 
tabs extend laterally outward from said shelf. 

6. A system in accordance ^th Claim 2 wherein said gussets and said 
gusset tabs are integral, said gussets extend Merally inward from said side supports 
and said gusset tabs extend upwardly from said glassets. 



p. 



7. A system in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said side supports 
each comprise a ledge rnmnri' i r i n n ir n rnnon portion hnvinr n width prrm i i li i i|^ ,i 
lek^mmncu fui "said M w ai U TSb * 



9D-HR- 19761 
Express Mail No.: EC 



242029US 



\ 



jSSSt 



Q 



A system in accordance with Claim 7 wherein said side support 
ledges each fur^er comprise a rear portion and a forward portion, said rear portion 
having a width greater than a with of said forward portion, said forward portion 
providing a clearance for said rear tab. 

9. A method for assembling a shelf assembly, said method comprises: 

providing a shelf including at least one forward tab and at least one rear 
tab extending outwardlwfrom said shelf; 

providing ^ least one side support configured to support said shelf, 
including at least one side support clearance sized to receive said forward tab, at least 
one gusset extending inwardly from each said side supports, and at least one support 
member configured to rigidly connect said side supports; and 

slidably couplinathe shelf to the side supports. 

10. A method inVccordance with claim 9 wherein sHdably coupling 
the shelf to the side supports furth&r comprises coupling the shelf to the side supports 
such that the shelf extends outward m a first direction and retracts inward in a second 
direction opposite the first direction. 

11. A method in accordance with claim 10 wherein slidably coupling 
the shelf to the side supports further comprises extending the shelf outward till the 
forward tabs contact the gussets and at leasjt one support member such that additional 
outward linear movement is prevented. 

12. A slide-out shelf assembly comprising: 

a shelf comprising a fir|t side, a forward tab laterally extending a first 
distance from said first side, and a reaj tab laterally extending a second distance fi-om 
said first side, said second distance lesi than said first distance; and 

a first shelf side suppprt comprising a laterally projecting ledge for 
nlidinc nng n fl r m r nt with ^nid ^hrK^ i ' l i l y ii l l ifrnjf^fMlti^ l^llr | ii i li iii ^ 
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a rear portion having ^ first width sufficient to retain said rear tab; and 

a forward portion haNfing a second width less than said first width and 
providing a clearance for said rean tab and further providing a clearance for said 
for ward - t abr '0 Q i d"cte araTfC{3 haVltl^jAird widih provkrHT gnretemroiecHLi said fuiward- 
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13. A shelf assemblyvin accordance with Claim 12 wherein said 
second width is sized to retain said forward tab when said forward tab is positioned in 
said forward portion. ^ 



14. A shelf assembly in accordance with Claim 13 wherein said 
forward and rear tab extend latei ally outward from said shelf first side, said first side 



support ledge extends l^ g?oga ll- y ^ iiftwa i d om saiU fo rward and rear tab when said shelf / 



15. A shelf assembly in accordance with ^laim 12 wherein said shelf 
forward tab is configured to be forward of said ledge reapportion and under said ledge 
forward portion when said shelf is in a fully extended position. 

16. A shelf assembly in accordance with Claim 15 wherein said rear 
tab is configured to be under said ledge rear porti(^ when said shelf is in said fully 
extended position. 

17. A shelf assembly in accordance with Claim 15 wherein said shelf 
forward tab is configured to be forward of said /edge rear portion and under said ledge 
forward clearance portion when said shelf is in a release position. 

18. A shelf assembly in accordance with Claim 17 wherein said rear 
tab is configured to be forward said led^ rear portion when said shelf is in said 
release position. 



19. A shelf assembly in acco^ 
support further comprises a plurality of suppc 



^e with/Claim 12 wherein said side 
jeiptfers rigidly connecting said side 
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supports and configured to c(jntact said forward tab when said shelf is in said first 
extended position. 

20. A shelf assen^ly in accordance with Claim 19, wherein said 
support member is configured to prevent said forward tab from moving forwardly 
from said first extended position until a ibrward edge of said shelf is raised. 



21. A shelf assembly in ac^rdance with Claim 12 wherein said shelf 
comprises a refiigerator shelf. \ 



